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The Third Sunday of Advent 
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Services: 8:15 & 11:00 a.m. Divine Service
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Come, O Lord, and Make No Tarrying 

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

Advent. Advent is a season of hope; as waiting people we express in the propers our longing for God’s promised salvation. The season also has a penitential aspect, for the Church prepares for her Lord’s coming. To signify this, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted and no flowers adorn the altar.

Third Sunday of Advent. The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord . . .” (Isaiah 40:1–8). John called the people to be made ready for the Messiah’s coming through repentance, for “all flesh is grass.” Now He asks from prison, “Are you the Coming One?” (Matthew 11:2–10) Jesus’ works bear witness that He is. The sick are made well; the dead are raised, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. Their iniquity is pardoned; they have received from the Lord’s hand double forgiveness for all their sins. The stewards of the mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4:1–5) still deliver Christ’s overflowing forgiveness to the poor in spirit, comforting God’s people with the word of the Gospel which stands forever. This Gospel produces rejoicing among those who believe. For in it, “the Lord is at hand” (Introit).
Blue. This color for the Advent Season symbolizes the Church’s anticipation and hope.

Language of the Faith

Isaiah is the prophet who preached and ministered during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Manasseh. He prophesied much about the coming of Immanuel, the promised Messiah, the Suffering Servant of the Lord.

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


We sing of the comfort that God’s faithfulness provides.


LSB 347, “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

Service of the Word

Introit, Philippians 4 and Psalm 85

The Introit leads us into the mood of this Sunday’s worship–joy. The cause of our rejoicing is the advent of Christ.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand. Lord, You were favorable to Your land; You restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their sin. Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You? Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but let them not turn back to folly.
Kyrie
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Salutation & Collect 


page 190

We pray that our Lord will remove all sorrow from our hearts and give us guidance for living by His visitation in Word and Sacrament.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 40:1-11


God’s desire to save His people - this is His glory - will be accomplished. The people of God acknowledge this message of comfort with their preparations.

1Comfort, comfort My people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; behold, His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him. 11He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
The Gradual, Psalm 80

The Gradual expresses longing for the Savior.
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. Stir up Your might and come to save us! Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock!

Epistle, 1 Corinthians 4:1-5


The faithfulness of the heart will be judged by the Lord at His Advent.
1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.
Alleluia & Verse, Psalm 80

The Alleluia Verse is a typical Advent cry: the Church prays for her Lord’s return that she may be saved.
Stir up Your might and come to save us!

Holy Gospel, Matthew 11:2-11


John had foretold of the Lord’s coming; our Lord, by means of His works, testifies that John’s words are fulfilled–Jesus is the Messiah who heals, makes alive and preaches Himself as the Good News of God’s favor.
2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”

4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.”

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 


(ESV)
Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day

As we hear the proclamation of the Lord’s advent, we wait for Him, with repentant lives, lives of holiness and godliness.


LSB 345, “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
The Sermon 
Offertory
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Offering
The Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
Preface
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The Advent Preface


The Church confesses that she lives the life of repentance – faith – as she prepares for her Lord’s coming in Word and Sacrament.
Whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory
Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns


The message of John the Baptizer rings true today—the Lord will come. He will come, not to deal with sin but to save those waiting for Him.
LSB 344, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

LSB 338, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Postlude with Flute and Organ

Sonata VII g minor by J. S. Bach

Pastor: the Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Donn Parker
Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Choir Director: Sally Treadway

Flute: Katy Cummings
God’s Stewards. In grateful remembrance of what God has done, the Israelites were to be prepared to sacrifice their own in the Lord’s service, and above all, help those in need. When a man harvested his field, he was to leave something for the poor. And if he wondered how much this should be, the following advice was given: “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God which He has given to you” (Deuteronomy 16:17). Though we do not harvest grain fields, the fields of our vocations provide for us, and from those fields, which the Lord gives, we sacrifice and offer and care for the needy.

Missions. From Claude Houge on assignment in Ethiopia: The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) is made up of almost five million members. The church is divided into synods, or districts. At Hope of Life Training Center there is a two-year program for training evangelists for the church; the buildings are overcrowded, which is a good problem since that means many people are being trained. At Gambella (western Ethiopia) many Sudanese have found refuge; 144 Nuer-language Bibles were given for distribution into areas of Sudan where the church is being planted. At Awassa (south of Addis Ababa), the leadership at a Tabor congregation is training the people for outreach; and the LCMS has helped support Mission Training Centers in this area. They have planted more than 20 churches in an area that is predominantly Muslim.

The Altar Guild requests holly branches be brought to Trinity on December 21 for decorating the church after the 11:00 service. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Those who desire to decorate the altar at Christmas with poinsettias may make an offering to Trinity, noting on the offering or check’s memo line “Altar Guild-Poinsettias.”
The Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th & 20th at 9:30 a.m. & during Sunday School on the 21st.
Trinity’s Sunday School is collecting unwrapped toys or gift cards to be given to the Opportunity Center. Suggestions for gift cards are: Target, Safeway, Longs, & Wal-Mart. Please bring these things to Trinity by Sunday, December 21st. Thank you.

Teri Sonksen, Dorothy Baker, & Pastor Crown invite you to gather with us for a Christmas Day potluck at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 25, at Trinity. Ham will be provided, so all you need to bring is a dish of your choice. If you want to attend, please contact Teri by e-mail (t_sonksen@hotmail.com) or phone (650-579-7227), or Dorothy (650-593-5804) by Sunday, December 21, with the following information: number of people who will attend; what you will bring (salad, or side dish, dessert, bread/rolls, or beverage). We look forward to seeing you there. Peace, Teri, Dorothy, & Pastor
The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Also needed (for the holiday season) new, unwrapped toys & gift-wrap. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink. During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity for one month. Sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Stewardship of the Word: Last Sunday: (8:15) 36, (11) 48; Wed. (Noon) 17, (7) 00,

Bible Class: (Sun) 22; (Wed) 9

The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The Third Week of Advent: December 14 - December 20


MATINS
VESPERS

Sun
Psalm 4
Is 30:15-26
Psalm 98
Rev 2:1-29

Mon
Psalm 15
Is 30:27—31:9
Psalm 123
Rev 3:1-22

Tue
Psalm 17
Is 32:1-20
Psalm 124
Rev 4:1-11

Wed
Psalm 18:1-24
Is 33:1-24
Psalm 125
Rev 5:1-14

Thu
Psalm 18:25-50
Is 34:1-2, 8—35:10
Psalm 126
Rev 6:1-17



   Micah 1:1—7:20
Fri
Psalm 19
Is 40:1-17
Psalm 127
Rev 7:1-17

Sat
Psalm 20
Is 40:18—41:10
Psalm 128
Rev 8:1-13

Announcements
December 14 2008

12:30 p.m. Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

Sun
12/14
7:30 p.m.
LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue
12/16
7:30 p.m.
Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Wed
12/17
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Council of Constantinople


12:00 p.m.
Advent Midweek Noon Service



1:00 p.m.
Soup Lunch



6:00 p.m.
Soup Supper



7:00 p.m.
Advent Midweek Evening Service

Thu
12/18
4:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Sat
12/20
9:30 a.m.
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

Sun
12/21
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service - 4th Sunday in Advent - 




Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7; Matt. 11:2-11


11:00 a.m.
Service of Prayer and Preaching & Christmas Pageant 


        after 2nd service
Altar Guild to set-up for Christmas services

Mon
12/22
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Wed
12/24
9:00 p.m.
Service for The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord





Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20
Thu
12/25
10:30 a.m.
Service for The Nativity of Our Lord





Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Titus 3:4-7, John 1:1-18



12:30 p.m.
Congregational Potluck Luncheon

Stewardship figures  --  October YTD



Contributions
Expenses

Deficit

Interest Income


2008

$177,439

$213,382

$(35,943)
$25,612


2007

$189,577

$202,559

$(12,982)
$21,432

The flower fades, but the Word of our God stands forever.
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